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Community Council Report

This report covers progress we have made in dealing with your priorities for the
Kincardine and Mearns Community Council area for the period October 2023.

The report aims to highlight emerging issues in your area, provide crime prevention
advice and guidance to Community Council members and the residents you
represent. Our focus is to reduce crime and disorder, help create safer communities
and respond effectively to local concerns.

In this report | will focus on Policing Station ‘areas’ as historically these stations
would covers the following areas.

Portlethen Police Station — Portlethen and surrounding areas including Drumoak and
Durris. | will specify this as Portlethen.

Stonehaven Police Station — Stonehaven, Newtonhill and surrounding areas. | will
specify this as Stonehaven.

Laurencekirk Police Station — Laurencekirk and surrounding areas including
Fettercairn, Edzell woods, Auchenblae and Garvock. | will specify this as
Laurencekirk.

The A92 towns (Catterline — St Cyrus) along the coastal Road are covered between
Stonehaven and Laurencekirk but | will specify them as Coastal Road.

Community Policing Priorities

Antisocial behaviour, Violence and Disorder:

Area Youth Disorder Anti-Social
Portlethen 6

4
Stonehaven 5 11
Laurencekirk 0 6
Coastal Road 0 4

Acquisitive Crime: D — Detected Ul-Under Investigation

Area Thefts Shopliftings Theft of
motorvehicle

Portlethen 3(2Ul,1D) 8 Ul 0

Stonehaven 1 Ul 2(1Ul,1D) 0

Laurencekirk 1 Ul 1D 0

Coastal Road 0 0 0
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Road Safety & road crime:
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Area Drink/Drug Dangerous Careless Driving
Driving

Portlethen 0 0 1 Ul

Stonehaven 1D 0 2D

Laurencekirk 0 0 1D

Coastal Road 0 0 0

Community Engagement & Reassurance:

This month the focus is identity home safety and security and | hope this information
is of use.

What can I do to stop thieves entering and stealinq from my garden?

If you have a garden, it’s the first thing an intruder will have to deal with if they want
to break into your house. There are also items in your garden which a thief may wish
to steal.

Take some simple steps to secure your garden, shed and garage.

Keep hedges, walls and fences low at the front of your house. Keep this to a
maximum of 1.2 metres high. This will make it harder for thieves to go unseen by
neighbours or people passing by.

Install locked gates so it's hard to get into the back or sides. Rear fences and walls
should be a minimum 1.8 to 2 metres in height. Trellis topping or an intruder
deterrent strip can make climbing difficult.

Grow aggressive shrubbery to make it hard for intruders to climb through. Ideal
plants include berberis, blue spruce, common holly, giant rhubarb, golden bamboo,
firethorn, shrub rose, pencil Christmas tree, juniper and rubus (bramble).

Security lighting around your property can act as a deterrent. Ask whether
neighbours would see someone with the light. Careful use of lighting will inform you
or neighbours if someone is there.

Avoid floodlighting that can cause problems to neighbouring properties.

Make sure waste / recycling bins aren't in a place which will make them easy to use
to step or climb over fences/walls or access windows.

Lock away any garden implements, furniture or tools in a shed, garage or outside
store. ltems such as ladders can be useful for breaking into your home.
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What can I do to protect property in my shed and garage?

« Photograph valuable items of garden furniture or tools and keep a record of
the make, model, colour and serial numbers.

e Use a UV pen or DNA Marking Kit to security mark your tools or furniture with
your house number and postcode

e Use a chain to lock garden tools and furniture together, ensure the anchor
point is securely fixed to the ground or solid structure

« Fita good quality hasp and padlock to the door, make sure it is fitted with
dome headed or non-returnable screws to prevent tampering

e Sold Secure or Secured By Design products should be considered

e Secure windows and don't let intruders see inside

e Depending on the type of window, you could consider fitting internal window
grills, heavy wire mesh or reinforced glass

« If a window opens, a window lock should be fitted

« If you have an intruder alarm, consider extending it to cover sheds, garages
and outbuildings. Ensure that there is a visible external sounder box

« If you do not have a secure shed, don’t leave items lying out bring items
inside

o If your garage joins with your home and there is a through door, it should be
to the same security standard as your front or back door, and when not being
used you should keep it locked.

Reporting

Neighbourhood Watch operates in many local communities. Find out if a group
exists in your area or how to set a group up by speaking to your local community
policing team by dialling 101.

For general crime prevention advice and tips, speak to your local Crime Reduction
Officer / Designing Out Crime Officer or community policing team by dialling 101.

If you see signs of a break-in at your home, like a smashed window or an open door,
then DO NOT enter - the intruder may still be inside. Instead, go to a neighbour and
call the police on 101. If you think the intruder is still there call 999.

Inspector Rhona Di Meola
Kincardine and Mearns Community Policing Team
07/11/2023
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https://www.securedbydesign.com/
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